
Renewals payable 
annually from 5th 

anniversary of 
international filing 

date.

National Phase Entry
or

Convention Application
or

Application Associated with 
Provisional

or
Application in the first 

instance

Direction to Request 
Examination

Examiner’s Report Issues

Lodge Response

Notice of Acceptance IssuesRequest Examination

Advertisement of 
Acceptance

Maximum term of 
twenty years from 

anniversary of 
standard application 

filing date

Issuance of Deed of 
Letters Patent
i.e. “grant” or 

“sealing” of Patent

6 months 
maximum

12 months 
acceptance 

deadline (can be 
extended for 

extra 9 months 
with penalty 

fees 

OR

Pay acceptance fee:
official penalty fee 
per claim for each 
claim in excess of 

twenty

3 months 
maximum

Application 
accepted?

Yes

No

Typically issues 
within 4.4yrs 
from earliest 
priority date 

Deferment of a 
further 9 months 

available in 
some cases

Third parties may lodge 
oppositions to grant 

within 3 months of 
advertisement of 

acceptance

Typically issues 
between 8 months 
(pharma) to 2yrs 
(electronics) from 
lodging exam request 

Patent Prosecution in 
Australia


